
Safe Hands Childcare: Dogs and Cats Policy 

1. Purpose of the Policy 

The purpose of this policy is to ensure the safety, wellbeing, and comfort of all children 
attending Safe Hands Childcare. This includes managing: 

• Local cats that enter the outdoor play area 

• Any dogs brought onto the school site 

• Clive, the owner’s well-trained whippet, who occasionally visits the club 

The policy aims to minimise risks related to allergies, hygiene, animal behaviour, and children’s 
emotional wellbeing. 

 

2. Scope 

This policy applies to all children, staff, volunteers, visitors, and any animals that may enter the 
environment. 

 

3. Cats Entering the Play Area 

3.1 General Approach 

Local cats occasionally enter the school yard. To protect children’s health and avoid triggering 
allergies, staff will: 

• Instruct children to ignore the cat and avoid contact 

• Move children to another part of the yard if the cat remains close 

• Gently encourage the cat away if persistent 

• Ensure children wash hands if accidental contact occurs 

Ongoing issues will be reported to the school site manager. 

 

4. Dogs on Site (General) 

4.1 Parent/Carer Dogs 

• Dogs belonging to parents or carers must remain on a lead at all times. 

• Dogs must wait outside the club’s entry gate. 

• Staff may ask for a dog to be moved further away if a child is distressed or allergic. 

4.2 Unknown or Stray Dogs 

• Staff will move children indoors or to a safe space immediately. 

• Staff will not approach or try to handle the dog. 



• School site staff will be alerted. 

 

5. Clive the Whippet (Safe Hands Childcare Dog) 

Clive is a calm, friendly, small whippet who occasionally attends the club. 

5.1 Rationale for Allowing Clive on Site 

Clive’s presence offers supervised opportunities for children to: 

• Learn about caring for animals 

• Develop confidence around dogs 

• Experience therapeutic calm interaction 

5.2 Conditions for Clive’s Visits 

Clive may be present under the following strict conditions: 

Supervision & Handling 

• Clive is always handled by an adult handler who knows him well. 

• Children may only approach or stroke Clive when invited and while supervised. 

• Children must use calm, gentle behaviour and follow instructions. 

Health & Behaviour 

• Clive is fully vaccinated, flea-treated, wormed, and regularly groomed. 

• Staff supervising him are trained to recognise signs of dog stress or discomfort. 

• If Clive shows any signs of distress, he is removed from the group immediately. 

Allergies 

• Clive is never permitted near children with dog allergies. 

• Staff keep a clear list of allergy-affected children and ensure separation during any dog 
interaction. 

Hygiene 

• Children must wash hands after handling Clive. 

• Clive does not enter food preparation or eating areas. 

• Clive is not permitted on furniture used by children. 

 

6. Risk Management 

• Risk assessments are carried out annually for animal interactions and updated 
whenever Clive visits more regularly. 



• Staff remain vigilant for risks of allergies, scratches, bites, hygiene issues, or child 
distress. 

• All animal-related incidents or concerns are logged and parents informed when 
appropriate. 

 

7. Staff Responsibilities 

• Maintain active supervision when children are outdoors or interacting with Clive. 

• Prevent unsupervised animal contact. 

• Model calm behaviour and reinforce rules around animals. 

• Support children with allergies or fears sensitively. 

 

8. Communication With Parents 

• Parents are free to view all of our policies freely on our website.  

• Parents may request that their child does not interact with Clive; such requests will 
always be honoured. 

 

9. Review of the Policy 

This policy will be reviewed annually or earlier if: 

• Animal behaviour issues arise 

• Site guidance from the school or local authority changes 

• New allergies or medical needs are identified 

 


